PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



Referring to an earlier conversation, Mr. Nitze first asked Mr. 
Stikker to discuss further his feeling that he was not receiving 
sufficient political and military information to enable him to 
perform his duties to Secretary General properly . Mr. Stikker 
stated that he had not intended to complain, but he felt that if 
he received more information he could do a better job. He learned 
that, as Secretary General , he received much less information than 
he had received when he had been Netherlands' Permanent 
Representative. Routine distribution of NATO military documents, 
for example, was made to delegations concerned but not to the 
international staff. He had discussed this matter with the Standing 
Group, and some improvement has been noted. He also feels a need 
for two additional types of information. First, there is political 
information of world wide interest ( Cuba and Laos, for example ) 
which might come before the NAC in the future, on which he should 
be current. He had discussed this with Secretary Rusk, who had 
promised him that such information should be relayed to him through 
Ambassador Finletter for his personal background information only. 
Second, there is certain Defense information, such as that sent to 
Mr. Levy, on which it would be helpful if he could be informed on 
a personal background basis. Ambassador Finletter suggested that 
copies of such messages could be given Mr. Stikker for his personal 
information. Mr. Nitze stated that the normal communications 
between his office and Mr. Levy would not be appropriate for 
transmission to Mr. Stikker, since these covered many operational 
matters which would not be of interest to Mr. Stikker. However, 
there might be certain matters on which Mr. Stikker could be 
informed. He would look into the matter to see if there were any 
way in which Defense might help. 

Mr. Stikker then mentioned his discussion with General 
Lemnitzer about the U.S. view on NATO strategy. As he sees it, the 
big problem is how to achieve the proper balance between nuclear 
and conventional capabilities. 
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T^ -¥ r ' S1 ? ikker then mentioned his discussions with General 
iZ v r **??* ^ U * S - ViGWS on NAT0 strategy. As he ,2s " 
the key problem is how to achieve the nron^V h a i a ,Jl t 1. ' 

vi'i% a h ?* »»Y«ntion.l capawmie^ KTgrees^ith tS'ST 
tha? t ^ 1 t v c ° nventl ° na l capabilities should be increased I, but tl'A's 

le^U^sIbl/^ &"K a^S tS^as^ 

that ^nv N ^ e t-^ e - n i eX - PreSSed his dis agreement with the UK view 

mtoTarX increase in conventional capability would 

thZl are noifi^f. i n «°3ear deterrent. While recognizing that 

mere are political and economic limitations involved i incrpa-^ 

be?ween\ he al a i C f Pab , nit ' eS WUl gr ° W to fil1 the ^^!e' gr™nd?"n 
tStrtni • nuclear response and no reaction. Accordingly 
He LiH L1 i n ^ease, rather tnan degrade, the overall deterrent' 
"J ?,?i n ^ d ° n l that in the early nuclear days, we had been accused 
have the'will and^ f C '. and wh ^ this had Y changed, we mu^allo 
We shou?d i" J d termination to respond in this middle ground. 
eit da o'Ttn that are appropriate to the situation which 
may S lead d ?o\K bfg'decLton" . ** *** ^ leSSer deCisi ° nS Which 
After reiterating his agreement with the necessitv for 
reSpon;fbir?tT s nt i° nal ca P abil /ties, Mr. Sti k ker\eTurne d 1 to the 
vieS ^h^ Vh * r lncreas . ed contributions. He expressed the 
view that there is no possibility that the UK will do more 
Se C ^LH f h >f r unwill i"gness to face the problem of conscription' 
issue 'of 'c^S'^ Berlin may reguire the UK toface ; 
if?"L^ «.- COnjC / lptlon . now * Ambassador Finletter noted that 
^ .t-H 10 ;'-° f conscr iPtion in the UK would serve as an adjunct 
situa^ W ° Uld n0t immed i a tely affect the BerUn 

situation. Mr. Nitze expressed the view that such a step would 

help rS I," 60 - ° n Khrushch — judgement and would therefore 
neip postpone a crisis over Berlin; the lonqer the crisi<; .«= 
postponed, the greater our overall military 9 effort could be 
increased Mr. Stikker pointed out that considerate time would 
calleT,^ S°l ^^islation to be enacted and for people to be 
called up and trained, and asked if the U.S. had any plans for 
immediate mobilization or buildup of its forces. Mr Nitze then 
Son?hf, i^ ^ the P roble ™ °* Berlin had first been posed as six 
™n*H Ult i IW S. U, l and this perlod had already been extended to 30 
months, and that we should do whatever offers a sound basis to 
increase our overall capability with time. 

Mr. Nitze stated that, if we are prepared for nuclear war the 

alternative 15 £"* ™ T^ * PrGpared f ° r ^^er things,' the 
alternative is accommodation to the Russian intentions for 
example, a free city of West Berlin, which is not ^acceptable 11 
Europe. Mr. Stikker stated that Berlin must be fitted into our 
action as early as possible, but suggested that this proMem is 
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separate from the basic long term problem of NATO strategy. Mr. 
Nitze replied that some of the considerations governing Berlin 
planning al. c o relate to other possible situations of limited 
hostilities. We should do everything to enhance our overall 
position; he cited improvement of our nuclear deterrent by 
increasing the survivability of our weapons systems so as to reduce 
the value of a surprise attack; the necessity to overcome the 
problem of obsolescence, which is already with us, and the 
advantage of warning and dispersal. 
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nr. JUter ; ibca ''«^reb*:4 hi* *} roaofftemeal v^^ "^^ lc: vL « v LtlttL '^ 
ouaatarrtiol I»or«efl?f l«;«m-/tnt.l«i*aiJ. capability voujLd acrr* to degrade xha 

Itaitatiooo ' urcolwd/^laurwiaud caa>rw*fcftti»l C9p*btlS\(i«» viu wrro to i'l.U. 
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Afx«r rsitaratia*; fcia c^retwiut vita -J*-, oacusalty lor incrc-.a&«fl 
aonwat local c*4>ubU.ltic<i, .'■«•.■ ■itlfclirr jtsUutmO to tUs j,iS»«iijlJJ.Uoo for 
increased cx«itxtbatioss.S Ec oxyrKKaod tao vlcv tnat Uiexx: la no iroo&lbility 
that thu VHi tfllijtia'aexM;; buaaoac of bor un*lIlLaan»ioa to factt ti» f»rob.U» 
of ccnocriptloa.i. ; ;fie>tate<l, hovover, tnut Sorlin way r^sulT-a Uw>. IT. to faco 
tUe laaua of oanacrlptlon aav. /UsJautaadar rtalattor no tod taut roJaatttution 
of couacrtptioft la.tha .UK would oarw fca «w adjunct ta other ctctiano, but 
vouid aot ljia«dij«ti*ly al*f«ct thg tolia «itu«ttlsa. t^r. «Hjm> e*qprcc««d tAo 
viftw itbat mica a st«p vowld haws SJcaedlbU elfmet an Uturuoaclu* v» a jvzdeasnt 

s oad vould tbez^rfaroi'bai.v pcot^ono & ori.*t« ww Vtarlla; th« larupcr' tttt 
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oT Itft fcorcaa. Mr.'/ Bitto '. than poiatcd out taat tire problca or iJerlia bad 
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extttBdad to 30 eotttaa,' and tlifct va ohould do vftiatovcr afXaro a awxmd boa is 

■to locrwww our overall 1 ©s^oatuty wita tlm. 
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to*, aitcc atatad t&at, ir wo aro prvfiorsd far nuclear war, the corollary 
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S^rSV 1 H%^ thGn discussed the advantages and disadvantages of 
several different approaches to the MRBM problem. We favor a sea 
based missile, which, because of its relative invulnerability has 
a much greater deterrent value than a land based weapon. Land 
based systems, such as MACE's which are fired, and vulnerable, do 

h2 V™^ 5° Vi t t Wi w h a SeCOnd Strike ca P^ility which they must 
be prepared to absorb. A mobile land based MRBM such as that 
proposed by General Norstad would have greater survivability, and 

hJL^ r?T- OUS vir * ues / at the same time it present certain 
hazards. [3 lines excised] 



Mr Stikker 
expressed his own preference for sea-borne MRBMs. 

Mr. Stikker reverted to the question of how to obtain defense 
efforts and gave his analysis of possibilities: the French (after 
excised Germans are most capable of greater efforts; [words 

might be able to compensate for the reduction in US aid, but would 
do us no more; [words excised] . perhaps Italy 

C °i?i d „ d ° m °^ e eventua lly. Mr. Nitze referred to his conversation 
with Norwegian Defense Minister Harlan, [words excised] 

Mr Nitze 
added that the requirements are not limited to resources; that 
5 ra ^f^ C f^ ld . make a significant contribution by cooperating in the 
to NATO Atomic stockpile program and by joining in the coordinated 
air defense system. 

t,« i^. At t ? i? P° int ,' M ; st * Mleux expressed the view that France 
would certainly make its airfields available in case of a crisis 
over Berlin, but not in any other cases; he added that there was 
no hope for change in other problem in the basic French position 
on nuclear weapons. Mr. Stikker expressed his agreement. Mr. 
u tz « then stated that this is a long term problem, and that we 
should not give up hope for a solution. M. St Mleux stated that 
some" new gesture" on the part of the US is required, perhaps in 
assistance toward developing a French Missile (delivery vehicle, 
not warhead), perhaps in providing French greater atomic 
information. Mr. Nitze observed that the US would be prepared to 
explore comparable moves if de Gaulle would change his attitude 
towards NATO; surely de Gaulle must realize that the force de 
frappe will be of little military value, even though he believes 
it would have some political worth. Referring to de Gaulle's views 
on national versus integrated defense, Mr. Nitze pointed out that 
what de Gaulle interpreted as disloyalty on the part of the French 
generals who held out for full participation in NATO was understood 
by others to be recognition of the fact that there is really no 
such thing as complete national defense. M. St. Mleux replied that 
de Gaulle realized that France cannot defend itself and must depend 
on NATO, but a main concern is the favored position of the UK the 
advantages it receives from having bomber command, and the joint 
Anglo-us targetting, Mr. Nitze expressed his belief that the UK 
would eventually be willing to commit its strategic forces to NATO 
if France would ' 
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{^•.■'Klxae' ;, Uj;crn''(LlMn.'.%A*rti tiio ortvuatfatfjci uwl <H.su^lvfunt/-^o otf A>*vcml 
dUfttiWt obptsioctoo'-'W tto »B<Urt profcKo. We f«*vor «. sou. coas-J eileeLus, 
vhidi, tccauw-WMva relative lawlmutfblW «2r, w*» a ~~*a a^tcr ^t«rra»t 
vaiiw tlaaii tt"liiKi'UUK:rt vu©i>oa. Uwl teo«l ^tientf, «Wflh to i»C*., vbieb arc 
firod, cud vulacx©51c; ; do not fficn ilr*- 5e>Vl<e±3 uHtfc » aacoua oLrJJia capability 
uhldu thoy m*t£b* : *>«s*r«<i to atoorU. A nwbAU W fc*»*4 Mkisw »uci» rw toat 
l.rtyo*8d Hy General: Harated vwlu l*vo filter survivability, turf teu> otfcsr ' 
oxylalia vtrtuoa j'-"uf .'taw: 3*m& Up»- it pjpssoUs cartoio j-oj.*ai-<lQ •::;:;::.:;;;;. 
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cs^rccood hic-.cWjtu-crflrnaoa~ror stetson** rW^jts. 
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»l£ht Vw-tttile^to'^eowpcBflttto Tor tl*« r>»<jucti.c»i tu Ui> aid, but xroui^i <to xxt uj 

s&vai .* : .' : .* y. : . : : i ::::::■:::;::::::•::::::::;;•:• ji ^riwtjpo itaiy swud <io . . 

bom «v«»laieily.1^Wr-^Niii« jrofarxxKl to lito "cunvtwrs-3.tJ.cja vlUi Hocv*u*«i •- ^ 

cafon&e z«si»itotejr;>'UArlBn , ; :::::::::::::;:::::••;:•••• ; •/•' :::::::::::::: 

':::;:.":::.":: 1 1 ::.'::::::::::::;::::::::: : : : ;_:.: •:••••• -~- •»« 1 < e o c<idod that -u>s 

Vo<2i*litaa«^U'iiW>'TO^iiai^"X^ 'Hkowrimii that J*enc© ccwld e:!&9 *• »t&ttlttc«at; 
coatrltoUQa'>W' : cQ0i*r*tii^'-lA U« liATO />u*iic iit^cx^iia pro^ru^ ni^d by Julainfi 
U» tits . wor^i^t^^*^ dftfccufi* 6ysU». 

At lAia'^latV^W^Stl'-rfCLcux cxj>r»xe>c4 xha view tiyst Krcuxxi vouid ccrtalnly 
acfca tti> itLxsricJUao.'o^oiJjabJij lu cuurj wT a orJLnio cmr iLrlLn, Uut not iu 

■ any oilhnx-eB^x'&tv&c4ite&-.-\J&>li thcr« vc>» go iio&t Xcxr c cbaotjo lu otbor •• 
^^rt>l>Jjsso 1*1 ,tb» / ?ixM»ic! ,; S , 5r , tu3ob ^vooitlon on. wjcieiir \3io|?au3. Z4r. atlkJMDr 
<jxyrc«ood -ald'aGroeaont:' ^tr- Wtfctc -th«n eWtc<X Uu*t th»-B la ft laog tcirra 
^robJ^saj oud that Vo «houi<i uat ^iw«. w^» h«a(>«- P»* a ti»JLv»tLon. H. l>t. ^X«»tix 
statoA tbut ttoaBf'Irwy'attMtui'c" co Uja j^irt of th« 'OS r.a. rmijjilrca, i?crti*p* 
In agol^tcanq' toyagd'.flovoL&yJjis a Krcxich. wlaallo (%k:JJLvui'y vaMclc, rot 
vtu'iiocwl), pariMCiija ..jla^roridiue Twmoh gjneftter a tool c laronaUoa. *!r. Klt»o 
oboarved tliat ( tbo lua^-voulii be jprcpurvAi to e^loro coc^au-o^xLe o>ovaa if 
to C©jaUL» vottM'chttn'ep'bia attitude t^var© MATOj auro-ky t!c Gaulle ss»t recllBe 
that tho forog v fltt ivoppc'vlll ba of little ailitary vuluo, evew t^o«5?i ho - •'. 
balicrroo It. va»M heva sawr jwlitl«ui v»rti». AcJiarrlRfi to do Gaulle'o vl«v« 
oa i»tl«3CU. versus '-'. lute grotiE£ ilofcnsK:/ ft. iRitK» iroiatcd out that vtuvt Get - 
Gaull* tntcyx'tf^t*^ 'tt»:'dJLu loyalty oa th» port of tbc Frojiabi j^jcerulo %&xo h«ld 
not lor failjorUclpotiaa lii liAIO vac uudaratood by otlswrtf to to rycosAltiya 
of tbs feet ti»t* tiwm 1b refidly no ei>cii thina «"» canpleto natlootol dol'oaflo.' 
M. fit. MLcus sn^pJLiod.-.tbat Ca Caullo kwHIjujo that Frucxsj enzuut tofeuad 
itoaJJT Wid azuflt' <J»i?oa3d oa aAW* Iwt a win ccmeora 1* th« favtnroa jpcaltlcai '» 
of tto US; Uu'.tstsraatc^iiao it rocelv«a fi*an bavlag JBxaiwr CazBtai, end tbo 

' Jalat Aasl»-U6' tarjjBtUajj. I**?. Mitse e^prnaaad. hln tollef that tiw IK vouM 
^^ustxnlly be vllllaa'to -coonlt ita atiutoala rorcaa to 2A10, if jptbhc* vcfoIA 
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lS«ISi- i p~^h itUd ?*.* OWard N ^ T °' and that We should not ad °Pt the 
current French position outside the context of NATO 
[paragraph excised] 
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